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Britain, Prince Reuss was doing little to allay British suspicions
of German policy in Constantinople. He had complained to
Berlin that Layard was responsible for the difficulties he found
in assuming the protectorate over Russian subjects and interests.
The two ambassadors indeed found it very hard to get on to-
gether. Layard could never forget that Prince Reuss was con-
nected with the Russian imperial family, and Prince Reuss was
convinced that Layard was "hostile to and always warning
Turkey against the German Government." The happy contrast
in the relations between Lord Odo Russell and Billow made it
possible for the latter to mention the subject in confidence to the
British Ambassador. Biilow had never had cause to suspect
Layard of anti-German sympathies at Madrid, and he now
invited a friendly denial of the accusation, and expressed himself
as perfectly reassured when Russell asserted that Layard, who
was a personal friend of his, "would always wish to act in
Constantinople as he had acted in Madrid, in concert and
harmony with Germany and German colleagues."1 But though
Billow hoped the whole subject might be forgotten the relations
between the British and German Embassies in Constantinople
remained far from cordial.

In Friedrichsruhe Bismarck was visited by Shuvalov, who
came to discuss Lord Derby's note. Lord Odo Russell was given
to understand that the Emperor was not prepared to commit
himself so far as the navigation of the Dardanelles and the
Bosphorus was concerned as this question might touch the
interests of other Powers, but he could not find out whether this
was his own personal opinion or that of Bismarck. He very well
remembered Bismarck's standpoint in 1870, when he had been
perfectly willing to contemplate the freedom of the Straits if
Russia and Turkey agreed, on condition that Germany were
compensated with a coaling station for her navy on the Black
Sea. "But Bismarck may have altered his opinion since thence,"
he added, "for he was not as well disposed towards England
seven years ago as he is now."2

Gontaut-Biron's mysterious visit to Metz was immediately
followed by a French warning to Lord Derby that Bismarck was
only waiting for the British forces to be busy in the East to
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